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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

The following information is being disclosed to the 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above-identified 
patent application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
within three months of the filing date of the above- 
identified patent application. Thus, a certification 
under 37 CFR 1.97(e) or fee under 37 CFR 1.17 (p) is not 
required for the information herein to be considered. 

The above- identified patent application claims priority 
to European Patent Application No. EP 01300459.3 filed 
January 19, 2001. Applicants' attorney encloses a copy 
of a European Search Report issued on the priority 
European Patent Application No. EP 01300459.3. The Search 
Report cited United States Patent No. US 4,841,441, 
"EROOS Tools", Steegmans et al . , (retrieved from the 
internet) 1997, "The EROOS Analysis Tool", Swennen, 
Operating Manual V. 1.2.1, 1995, ''Object Oriented 
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Software Development With EROOS: The Analysis Phase", 
Steegmans et al.. Reference Manual V, 1.1/ 1996, pp. 1- 
173, and ^^Application of Collaborative Editing to 
Software-Engineering Projects", Borghoff et al . , Software 
Engineering Notes, Vol. 18, No. 3, 1993. 

Copies of the European Search Report and the cited 
references are enclosed together with PTO-Form 144 9. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment 
for any fees associated with this communication or credit 
any over payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 
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I hereby certify that the attached Information Disclosure 
Statement, European Search Report, PTO-Form 1449 and 
references are being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail on the date shown below in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 20231. 
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